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Abstract 
The aim of this research was to find out whether or not the application of role 
play technique can develop speaking skill of Grade VIII students of SMP 
Negeri 1 Palu. This research employed pre-experimental research design. The 
sample of this research was Grade VIII students of SMP Negeri 1 Palu selected 
by using purposive sampling technique. The population was 27 students. The 
instrument of the data collection was a test consisting of pre-test and post-test. 
The pre-test was used to identify the students’ basic ability in speaking skill 
before treatment; and the post-test was used to measure the students’ speaking 
skill after the treatment. The data gathered through test were analyzed 
statistically. The result of data analysis showed that the hypothesis was 
accepted based on the analysis of t-counted 13.80 that is higher than the t-table 
1.706. The degree of freedom (df) of the table is 26. The level of significance is 
set up at 0.05. It means that the application of role play technique can 
significantly develop the speaking skill of grade VIII students at SMP Negeri 1 
Palu. 
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INTRODUCTION 
Because English is learned as a foreign language, the students are expected to master 
it in order to be competent either orally or in written communication. In order to master or 
use the language communicatively the students need to learn the language skills. They are 
listening, speaking, writing, and reading. Listening and reading are considered as receptive 
skill while speaking and writing are considered as productive skill. These skills have to be 
mastered by the students. It is because these skills become the requirements for the students 
to master English very well. However, speaking is the most important skill to master. By 
mastering speaking skill, people can carry out conversation or exchange the information 
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with other. Brown (2001) states, “Speaking is an interactive process of constructing 
meaning that involves producing, receiving, and processing information.” There are three 
components of speaking that should be mastered by the students in learning speaking. 
Firstly is accuracy, the measurement of accuracy can be viewed from a good pronunciation 
when somebody speaking. In teaching learning process, accuracy is one important to be 
learned, because without using good structure and good pronunciation, cannot understand 
what is being talked about by the speakers. Secondly is fluency, fluency is the ability to 
express oneself intelligibility, reasonably, accurately, and without under hesitation 
(otherwise communication may break down, because the listener loses or gets impatient). 
They have to express their ideas accurately without under hesitation and influenced by their 
mother tongue. Finally is comprehensibility, comprehensibility is the most important 
component in communication. Comprehension about the message is very difficult. If we 
cannot comprehend the message that means we are not successful in communication. In 
short, both speaker and listener should understand what they are talking about. 
In teaching speaking skill, the teacher has to use the appropriate technique of 
teaching in order to make the students interested in teaching learning process during the 
class. The teachers can apply many techniques to develop speaking skill such as short 
conversation, small group discussion, role play, retelling the story or speech contest. These 
techniques are very useful for students in order to motivate the students in learning process. 
Each technique has strength and weakness. Therefore, it depends on the classroom situation 
and the students themselves. 
In this case, the researcher established role play as a technique to develop speaking 
skill of the grade VIII students at SMP Negeri 1 Palu, but the researcher limited her 
research on fluency and comprehensibility only. Based on the researcher’s preliminary 
observation she found out that the students got some difficulties in speaking. Firstly the 
students were lack of vocabulary, secondly the students could not pronouns the words well, 
and lastly the students could not choose the exact word to express.  
Role play has many advantages for students in learning process. The students can be 
more motivated and challenged to communicate in English in their daily life because they 
have pratice it in their classroom. Doff ( 1988:233) States: 
Role play gives students a chance to use the language they have practiced in a 
more creative way student improvise; it increases motivaton because the chance 
to imagine different situations adds interest to a lesson; it incourages students to 
use natural expressions and intonation, as well as gestures because they are 
e-Journal of English Language Teaching Society (ELTS)  Vol. 4 No. 1 2016 – ISSN 2331-1841 Page 3 
 
acting out a situation, and by doing children even teenagers and adults often 
imagine themselves in different situation and roles when they play the games. 
 
However, this technique also has several disadvantages, such as the class 
management was not under control because the class was noisy. Then, the afraidness of 
making errors could be the factors why the students did not participate in classroom 
activities. To minimize the weakness of this technique the researcher guided and trained the 
students in discussing the materials 
Doff (1998:223) defines that role play is a way bringing situations from real life into 
the classroom. When we do role play, we ask students to imagine. He states: in role play 
students improvise. The situation is fixed but they make up the exact words to say they go 
along. Sulistiyani and Mira (2000:12) defines that role play is an exercises where the 
students are assigned a fictitious role from which he has to improvise some kinds of 
behavior toward the other role characters in the exercise. 
Brown (2001:135) states role play is relatively acting out of specified roles and 
functions. In addition, the technique that can be used to develop the students’ speaking 
skills is role-play. In accordance with the previous statement, the researcher assumed that 
role play is an essential technique to the students in developing their speaking skill. By 
using this technique, the students can regulated their speaking accurately. Using role play 
technique may give students opportunities to practice their speaking especially when they 
practice to speak in the classroom.  
Seeing clearly the some definitions above, the researcher may conclude that role 
play is the activity covering simulation, situation, and imitation of behavior toward the role 
character that will be performed by the students. 
Based on the explanation above, the researcher formulates a research question as 
follows: Can  role play develop the speaking skill of Grade VIII students of SMP Negeri 1 
Palu? The objective of the research was to find out that role play develop the students’ 
speaking skill of Grade VIII at SMP Negeri 1  Palu.  
 
METHODOLOGY 
This research was pre-experimental research. By applying one class as the research 
object without using control class or control group. In this research, the researcher used pre-
experimental research design to find out that the use of role play can develop the speaking 
skills of the grade VIII students of SMP Negeri 1 Palu. The researcher gave pre-test in order 
to find out the ability of the students in speaking. Next, the researcher gave treatment to 
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students by using short story. Lastly, the researcher gave post-test in order to measure the 
effectiveness of the method. To make it clear, the research design proposed by Creswell is 
illustrated as follows: 
01 X 02 
 Where 01:  pre-test 
         X:  treatment 
         02:  post-test 
 
Population is the object of the research. According to Ary, Jacob, Serense, and 
Razavich (2010:148), “Population is defined as all members of any well-defined class of 
people, events, or object.” Then, the reseacher decided the population of this research was 
the grade VIII students of SMP Negeri 1 Palu.  The grade VIII students of SMP Negeri 1 
Palu were divided into ten parallel classes, they consisted of 270 students. The distributions 
of each class can be seen as follows: 
Table 1 
 Class Distribution  
Class    Number of Students 
VII A 28 
VIII B 27 
VIII C 28 
VIII D 28 
VIII E 25 
VIII F 25 
VIII G 28 
VIII H 28 
VIII I  26 
VIII J 27 
Total 270 
 
Best and Kahn (2006:13) define “A sample is a small proportion of the population 
that is selected for observation and analysis.” The sample was the students of class VIII J 
that consisted of 27 students. The researcher used purposive sampling technique in order to 
select it. She used it, because it was suitable for the design of the research. Another reason 
was that the grade VIII English teacher recommended the researcher to conduct a research 
in that class in order to improve students’ speaking skill.  
According to Creswell (2009:50), “Variable is a variation object of the study”. There 
are two types of variables: dependent variable and independent variable. The dependent 
variable in this research was the students’ speaking skill of Grade VIII of SMP Negeri 1 
Palu and the independent variable of this research was the implementation of  role play. 
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The researcher conducted the research by applaying one instrument: test item 
instrument. The form of the instrument is oral test consisting of the pre-test and the post-
test. The researcher also employed the scale of scoring  adapted from Harris (1969:84) as 
follows: 
Table 2 
 The Scoring System of Speaking 
 
Aspects Description Scor
e 
Pronunciation Have few traces of foreign accent. 5 
Always intelligible, though one is conscious of a definite accent. 4 
Pronunciation problems necessitate concentrated listening and occasionally 
lead to miss understanding. 
3 
Very hard to understand because of pronunciation problems. Most frequently 
be asked to repeat. 
2 
Pronunciation problems so severe as to make speech virtually unintelligible.  1 
Grammar Makes few (if any) noticeable errors of grammar or word order. 5 
Occasionally makes grammatical and/or word-order errors which do not, 
however, obscure meaning. 
4 
Makes frequent errors of grammar and word order which occasionally obscure 
meaning. 
3 
Grammar and word-order errors make comprehension difficult. Must often 
rephrase sentences and/or restrict him to basic patterns. 
2 
Errors in grammar and word order so severe as to make speech virtually 
unintelligible. 
1 
Vocabulary  Use of vocabulary and idioms is virtually that of native speaker. 5 
Sometimes uses in appropriate terms and/or must rephrase ideas because of 
lexical inadequacies. 
4 
Frequently uses the wrong words; conversation somewhat limited because of 
inadequate vocabulary. 
3 
Misuse of words and very limited vocabulary make comprehension quite 
difficult. 
2 
Vocabulary limitation so extreme as to make conversation virtually impossible. 1 
Fluency Speech as fluent and effortless as that of native speaker. 5 
Speed of speech seems to be slightly affected by language problems. 4 
Speed and fluency are rather strongly affected by language problems. 3 
Usually hesitant; often forced into silence by language limitations. 2 
Speech is so halting and fragmentary as to make conversation virtually 
impossible. 
1 
Comprehension Appears to understand everything without difficulty. 5 
Understands nearly everything at normal speed, although occasional repetition 
may be necessary. 
4 
Understands most of what is said at slower-than-normal speed with repetitions. 3 
Has great difficulty following what is said. Can comprehend only "social 
conversation" spoken slowly and with frequent repetitions. 
2 
Cannot be said to understand even simple conversational English. 1 
 
After conducting the pre-test, the researcher administered the treatment for eight 
times. The meeting was conducted based on the English subject scheduled at the school and 
based on the agreement from the teacher. 
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The post-test was conducted by the teacher after the treatment and it was the last 
reseach activity. The aim of the post-test was to find out whether the treatment is useful for 
the students or not. Then, the reseacher compared between the pre-test and the post test. 
The researcher analyzed the data statistically. It is used to analyze the test result 
(pre-test and post-test). The researcher computed the individual scores by using formula 
recommended by Arikunto (2006:308) 
N
X
 X 100% 
            Where: 
                    = standard of score 
                X  = raw of score 
                N  = maximum score 
 
Secondly, the researcher computed the mean score of the students by using the 
formula proposed by Arikunto (2006:308) as follows: 
M = 
n
X  
Where:  
           M      = the mean of the score 
   X   = the sum of the score obtained by students 
    N   = the number of students 
 
Thirdly, the researcher computed the mean differences of pre test and post-test based 
on the formula proposed by Arikunto (2002:276): 
    
∑ 
 
 
 
Where:   
Md = the mean deviation of pre-test and post-test  
         ∑      = the sum of deviation 
   N = the number of students 
 
Fourthly, the researcher computed the square deviation by using formula proposed 
by Arikunto (2006:276) as follows: 
        Ʃ x2d = Ʃ d2– 
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Where:  
Ʃx2d  = the sum of square deviation 
    N = the number of students 
  
Lastly, after getting the mean score of the pre-test and the post-test, the researcher 
analyzed the effectiveness of the treatment in order to find out whether the research 
hypothesis is accepted or rejected. The researcher used the formula designed by Arikunto 
(2006:306): 
   
  
√
∑    
       
 
Where:  
t  = the value of t-count 
  Md = the mean deviation of pre-test and post-test 
  ∑     = the sum of square deviation 
  N         = the number of students 
  1          = the constant number 
 
FINDINGS 
The researcher presented the data obtained through the research instrument which 
was tests. There were two tests conducted in this research: pre-test and post-test in order to 
gain the data needed. The pre-test was conducted on January 6
th
, 2015. After applying eight 
times of treatment, the researcher gave the post-test to find out their improvement. The post-
test was administrated on February 7
th
, 2015. By using the formula stated in Chapter III, the 
researcher calculated the result of the pre-test score, post-test score, and deviation score. 
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Table 3  
The Result of Pre-test 
 
Based on the table above, there were 27 students who joined the pre-test. The 
highest score is 70 and the lowest score is 30.  
After getting the total score of the students, the researcher computed the students’ 
mean score by using the formula below:  
X the pre-test  = 
  
 
 
   = 
    
  
 
   = 51.8 
The result of pre-test is 51.8 and the score category is good. 
 
 
 
No 
Initial  
Name 
Score Components Gained 
Score 
Average 
Score 
Max 
Score 
Standard 
Score Fluency Comprehensibility 
1 AR 3 2 5 2.5 10 50 
2 AY 2 2 4 2 10 40 
3 PT 2 2 4 2 10 40 
4 LN 4 2 6 3 10 60 
5 MF 3 4 7 3.5 10 70 
6 MR 3 2 5 2.5 10 50 
7 FM 3 2 5 2.5 10 50 
8 MB 2 3 5 2.5 10 50 
9 MM 3 3 6 3 10 60 
10 MS 2 3 5 2.5 10 50 
11 NF 2 4 6 3 10 60 
12 YM 3 3 6 3 10 60 
13 AS 3 3 6 3 10 60 
14 DK 2 2 4 2 10 40 
15 FR 2 2 4 2 10 40 
16 FN 3 2 5 2.5 10 50 
17 IM 4 2 6 3 10 60 
18 KN 1 4 5 2.5 10 50 
19 NT 2 3 5 2.5 10 50 
20 NU 3 4 7 3.5 10 70 
21 ND 3 2 5 2.5 10 50 
22 PN 3 2 5 2.5 10 50 
23 RI 4 2 6 3 10 60 
24 RC 1 3 4 2 10 40 
25 SF 3 4 7 3.5 10 70 
26 SM 2 1 3 1.5 10 30 
27 TF 3 1 4 2 10 40 
Total 1400 
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Table 4 
 The Result of Post-test 
No 
Initial  
Name 
Score Components Gained 
Score 
Average 
Score 
Max 
Score 
Standard 
Score Fluency Comprehensibility 
1 AR 4 4 8 4 10 80 
2 AY 3 3 6 3 10 60 
3 PT 3 4 7 3.5 10 70 
4 LN 3 4 7 3.5 10 70 
5 MF 4 5 9 4.5 10 90 
6 MR 3 4 7 3.5 10 70 
7 FM 4 2 6 3 10 60 
8 MB 3 3 6 3 10 60 
9 MM 3 4 7 3.5 10 70 
10 MS 3 3 6 3 10 60 
11 NF 3 3 6 3 10 70 
12 YM 4 4 8 4 10 80 
13 AS 3 4 7 3.5 10 70 
14 DK 2 3 5 2.5 10 50 
15 FR 4 2 6 3 10 60 
16 FN 3 4 7 3.5 10 70 
17 IM 3 4 7 3.5 10 70 
18 KN 3 3 6 3 10 60 
19 NT 3 4 7 3.5 10 70 
20 NU 5 4 9 4.5 10 90 
21 ND 4 4 8 4 10 70 
22 PN 3 3 6 3 10 60 
23 RI 5 3 8 4 10 80 
24 RC 3 3 6 3 10 60 
25 SF 4 4 8 2 10 80 
26 SM 3 2 5 2.5 10 50 
27 TF 3 3 6 3 10 60 
Total 1840 
 
Based on the table above, there were 27 students who joined the pre-test. The 
highest score is 90 and the lowest score is 5.  
X the post-test  = 
  
 
 
  = 
    
  
 
  = 68.1 
The result of the post-test is 68.1 and the score category is very good. 
 From the calculation above, the students’ mean score in the post-test (68.1) is 
greater than students’ mean score in the pre-test (51.8). It means that students’ achievement 
has totally increased after the treatment. 
e-Journal of English Language Teaching Society (ELTS)  Vol. 4 No. 1 2016 – ISSN 2331-1841 Page 10 
 
 Having seen the different score of the pre-test and the post test, the researcher 
calculated the mean deviation and the square deviation. It can be seen in the following table: 
Table 5 
 The Deviation of Pre-test and Post-test 
N        No 
Initial 
Name 
Standard Score 
Deviation 
(d) 
Score 
Deviation 
(d
2
) 
Pre-test Post-test 
1 AR 50 80 30 900 
2 AY 40 60 20 400 
3 PT 40 70 30 900 
4 LN 60 70 10 100 
5 MF 70 90 20 400 
6 MR 50 70 20 400 
7 FM 50 60 10 100 
8 MB 50 60 10 100 
9 MM 60 70 10 100 
10 MS 50 60 10 100 
11 NF 60 70 10 100 
12 YM 60 80 20 400 
13 AS 60 70 10 100 
14 DK 40 50 10 100 
15 FR 40 60 20 400 
16 FN 50 70 20 400 
17 IM 60 70 10 100 
18 KN 50 60 10 100 
19 NT 50 70 20 400 
20 NU 70 90 20 400 
21 ND 50 70 20 400 
22 PN 50 60 10 100 
23 RI  60 80 20 400 
24 RC 40 60 20 400 
25 SF 70 80 10 100 
26 SM 30 50 20 400 
27 TF 40 60 20 400 
  1400 1840 440 8200 
 
 In table 5, the researcher counted the differences between the score of the pre-test 
and the post-test and deviation. By seeing the table, the highest score deviation was 30 and 
the lowest score deviation was 10.  
Futhermore, the researcher counted the mean deviation of the students’ score 
presented below: 
Md      =    
    
 
 
           =   
   
  
 
             = 16.29 
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After getting the mean deviation, the researcher computed the sigma square 
deviation as shown below: 
Σx2d =  Σd2- 
     
 
 
                  =  8200 – 
     
  
 
 
                   =  8200 -  
      
  
 
                    =  8200 -  7170.3 
       = 1029.7 
After having the sum of square deviation, the researcher needed to analyze the data 
statistically in order to know the significant difference of the pre-test and post-test score by 
using t-test formula as follows: 
t =  
  
√   
   
       
 
 t =  
     
√
      
         
 
      t     =  
     
√
      
   
 
      t     =  
     
√   
 
      t     =  
     
    
 
      t      =  13.80 
After computing the data, the researcher found that the t-counted is 13.80  by 
applying 0.05 level of significance with the degree of freedom (df)  (N-1=27-1=26). Next, 
the t-counted 13.80 is greater than the t-table (1.706). It means that the reserach hypothesis 
is accepted. In conclusion, role play technique is effective to develop speaking skill of the 
grade VIII students of SMP Negeri 1 Palu. 
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DISCUSSION 
In this research, the researcher focused on fluency  and comprehensibility. The 
reason why the researcher limit the study because the researcher wants every students of 
SMP Negeri 1 Palu to be able to used English well appropriate with good intonation and 
pronunciation. The use of good intonation and pronunciation will influence good transaction 
and interaction to others. Therefore, it will minimize misunderstanding between the speaker 
and the listener. 
 The activities begin by giving the pre-test first. The purpose of the pre-test was to 
measure or identify the students’ basic ability in speaking. Besides, the pre-test used to 
identify the comparison between the pre-test result and the post-test result. By knowing the 
comparison, the researcher will be easier to know the final result. The test that the 
researcher used was oral test. After conducting the pre-test, the researcher found the mean 
score of the test: 51.8. 
 The next activity is that the researcher calculated the percentage of the pre-test. The 
researcher found that the percentage of the students’ error in fluency was 73.7% while the 
percentage of students’ error in comprehensibility was 75.9%. There are 85.1% of students 
who did not pass the test while there were 14.8% of students who failed to reach the 
standard minimal score. After knowing the percentage of the students’ achievement, the 
researcher found several students’ problem: the students were lack of vocabulary, the 
students could not pronouns the word well, and the students could not choose the exact 
word to express. Having seen the problem of the students, the researcher comes to conclude 
that the researcher must improve the students speaking skill by applying role play 
technique. 
 Furthermore, treatment was the last activity in conducting the research. There are 
some steps that the researcher did on the treatment. Firstly, the researcher shared the 
warming up question related to the topic. By sharing the question, it will make the students 
conscious and enthusiastic in the teaching learning process. Secondly, the researcher gave 
the students some necessary words and expressions of agreement and disagreement. This 
helped the students to prepare the role play so that the students held the role play well. 
Thirdly, the researcher helped the students to pronouns the words well. It means that the 
students will speak well without mistakes. Fourth, asking the students to find their partner. 
Fifth, the researcher distributed the dialogue based on the topic and asking them to prepare 
themselves to perform themselves. Sixth, asking the students practice their role before 
perform in front of the class. If the students did not practice before, they will found any 
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mistaken in pronunciation or intonation. Seventh, the researcher called the students to 
perform their roles in front of the class. Eighth, the researcher asked the students whether 
they understood about their conversation or not. If the students did not understand, the 
researcher will explain again in order the students understand well. After the students 
understand, the researcher continued to ask the other partner to perform in front of the class. 
The treatment held in eight times.  
The last activity in this research is post-test. It was intended to measure the treatment 
applied to students.  It was used to know how far the students’ progress and successfulness 
achieve after applying the treatment. The students’ scores from the pre-test were compared 
with those from the post-test. The percentage of the students’ error in fluency was 66.2% 
while the students’ error in comprehensibility was 65.5%. By seeing the data percentage, 
the researcher found the students’ significant improvement in speaking. In other words, by 
applyingg role play technique at SMP Negeri 1 Palu, it proved that the research has been  
succeeded. 
After seeing speaking problem faced by the students, the researcher relates this study 
to the previous study that have been mentioned by Ayu (2014) conducted a research at the 
first grade of SMP Muhammadiyah 37 Parung. From the data analysis of the research, it is 
proven that the students’ score of speaking taught by using role play is increase. This result 
has answered the research question that the use role play technique in teaching speaking is 
effective. Other research of this technique has been discussed by Jassim (2014) he 
concluded that role-play technique has significantly improved in speaking. This has been 
based on a comparative statistical treatment of the subjects’ scores on both groups of pre 
and posttests. Role-play’s class provided an efficient mechanism for students to take more 
responsibility for their own learning and share their information. The two researchers used 
the same technique to improve the students’ speaking skill, which is role play.  Both of 
them showed that the used of role play could influence the students’ speaking skill.  
Having look the result of the research that have been conducted by two researches 
above, the researcher in this current study was interested in applying the same technique; 
role play. The reason why she chose this technique is because the role play technique gives 
opportunity to the students to speak in someone’s role in different condition. Therefore by 
using this technique, the researcher expected that the students’ speaking skill of the grade 
VIII student at SMP Negeri 1 Palu could be developed.. 
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CONCLUSIONS AND SUGGESTIONS 
Referring to the data analysis, the writer finally comes to conclude this research. the 
researcher concludes that the use of role play technique  was effective to develop students’ 
speaking skill of the grade VIII students at SMP Negeri 1 Palu. It is confirmed by looking at 
the result of testing hypothesis. The researcher also found out that the t-counted value 
(13.80) was significantly greater than t-table value (1.706). It means that the research 
hypothesis is accepted. The result of the individual mean score of pre-test was 51.8 and the 
result of the individual mean score of post-test was 61.8. 
The researcher provides several suggestions for the teachers, the students, and other 
researchers. First, the researcher suggests for the English teachers to use and apply role play 
technique in order to develop students’ speaking skill. Second, the students should practice 
their speaking skill by using role play. The last, for the other researchers, they must try to 
conduct a  research by using role play as a technique in different setting context. 
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